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navians were abortive. In the Balkan Peninsula they were ruined by the advance of the conquering- Ottomans, who wiped out the last remnants of the Greek Empire when they captured Constantinople in 1453. The system of elective monarchy in Hungary, in Bohemia, and in the growing Slavonic power of Poland, combined with other causes to prevent any of these from attaining to anything like the political development of the West Behind them Russia was only just beginning to emerge from barbarism, to free herself from the desolating overlordship of the Mongols.
In the two central areas, the German and the Italian, unifying movements were doomed to failure. The Italian might be hostile to the German foreigner, as in ancient days the Greek had been hostile to the Persian barbarians, but the Italian cities were no more disposed to surrender their own rivalries than Athens, Sparta and Thebes. Italy was in its way a reproduction of the ancient Hellas, with its city-states dominating over each other, each state ruled by its own dominant oligarchy or in some more democratic fashion, or by a duke or count or self-established despot, who was more like a Tyrcmnus, a tyrant in the Greek sense, than a legitimate king. But between city and city there was no tradition of cohesion, of common action in a common cause, of loyalty to a common system or to a single prince. And north of the Papal territory the nearest approach to unity of any kind was found in the voluntary leagues which only held together when some palpably common danger was imminent and menacing.
On the other hand this particularism, concentrating a vigorous political life in every considerable city, intensified intellectual activities, as it had done in Hellas. In sheer intellectuality Italy left the rest of the world far behind, though the very conditions which produced her intellectual superiority also made impossible her political cohesion, and her ascendency in any sphere but that of the intellect. But so it was that while England and France were laying broad and deep the foundations of national states in-an eminently practical fashion, unaccompanied by any obvious display of intellectual initiative, Italy remained politically divided beyond hope of consolidation, but gave to the world masterpieces of literature and art unmatched since the downfall of Athens, or at best matched only in part in the Augustan Age of Rome. Great art had almost passed away with Virgil; it was reborn with Giotto and Dante at the close of the thirteenth century.
In Italy, always with the exception of the southern half, the kingdom of Naples, the city-state was politically predominant.   In Germany it was not predominant, but it did undergo effective development, The Imperial system always tended to foster the multiplication of ten-, ants-iji-chief holding their land from no overlord but the Emperor. The great towns lost no opportunity of obtaining release from subjec-\.Bon to feudal overlords and acquiring the position of free cities hide-.,